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“THE ROCK and THE SWORD”   
“Built upon the Rock of Christ and wielding the  

Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.” 
 

From the Pastor… 

The Nature of God’s Grace as 
Evidenced by the Liturgy: Part 1- 
Confession and Absolution 

In a religious atmosphere of ever-changing liturgies 
and free-for-all worship, I pondered the importance 
of our constant liturgy. In the wisdom of the church, 
the liturgy was composed from various passages in 
Scripture. As it brings us the words of immortality, it 
also teaches our hearts. What better words to hear 
and give back to God than the words that He first 
spoke to us? Emanating from this commonly known 
liturgy among Lutherans is the holy wisdom of God 
from beginning to end. The Church’s choice of 
Scripture and its organization show what follows as 
the nature of God’s grace in Confession and 
Absolution. (The Liturgy will be in bold and can be 
followed beginning on page 184 of the Lutheran 
Service Book.) 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Some pastors say, “We make 
our beginning in the name of….” However, it is not 
us beginning anything, but God being called to serve 
His people. God begins His work in His name and the 
congregation responds, “Amen,” meaning, “yes, yes, 
it shall be so.” It is as Paul reminds those in Phillipi, 
 “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ.” Invoking the name of God sets this 
service apart in the same way that God’s name sets 
us apart in Baptism. His name marks each Christian 
as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. This name 
marks the Divine Service as one centered in Christ  

 
 

for the deliverance of the Gospel in Word and 
Sacrament. 
 To confess one’s sins is not easy. It goes 
against the fibers of our corrupt nature. It is 
terrifying to confess that one has knowingly and 
unknowingly transgressed the Law of God. The Law 
of God is holy and the transgressor stands 
condemned by it. The sinner is devoid of confidence 
to stand before God and confess his sins because it is 
sin that damns him. All are in need of confidence to 
enter the holy places of God in order to stand in His 
presence. The pastor has invoked God to be present 
before the congregation, and yet the congregation 
has, without doubt, lived a sinful life. It needs the 
one mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ. 
Without His atonement, the sinner has no hope to 
stand before God and live. The author of Hebrews 
speaks the truth of Christian confidence to enter the 
holy places by the blood of Jesus. The pastor speaks 
a themed response from Hebrews 10:20 to instruct 
the heart and build an eager expectation that each 
will have his sins forgiven for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Beloved in the Lord. Let us draw near with a true 
heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 The words which follow, spoken by the 
pastor, are from Psalm 124:8: “Our help is in the 
name of the Lord.” The name given to us in Baptism 
now aids us in confession. We are reminded that 
God has descended to humanity in mercy and joins 
Himself to us suffering the curse on our behalf, so 
that we become the recipients, in faith, of 
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forgiveness and, on account of His resurrection, we 
too shall rise and live for all eternity. He has come to 
aid, rescue, redeem, and deliver us from the evil age 
brought on by our sin. No greater help is given to 
mankind than that which came by grace from the 
God who made all things. The congregation responds 
in faith, “who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 
124:8). The God who spoke all things into being, now 
speaks to His children who confess to Him their sins. 
 Psalm 32:5 tells the Christian what he is to 
expect from God. The pastor says, “I said, I will 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord.” By the 
hope given to all men in Jesus Christ, the 
congregation responds, “and You forgave the 
iniquity of my sin.” When the congregation makes 
this response, there is no mistaking the grace of 
God. His love comes to the penitent as a sure thing 
on account of the merit and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. God does not forgive our sins because of our 
confession, but on account of Christ’s atonement for 
sin. This provides the certainty we could not 
otherwise have if forgiveness was on account of our 
confession. (On a related note, this does not mean 
that one is to remain impenitent and refuse 
confession of sins for that is living contrary to the 
Spirit.)  
 God’s grace because of Christ is established 
clearly in our words of confession. …and I pray You 
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. We can offer 
nothing to God which would turn away His anger 
from us. We beat our breasts and plead for the 
blood of Jesus Christ. The confession of sins is done 
with the expectation of forgiveness. It is not at all a 
negative thing to know that after this confession the 
pastor will speak the words of forgiveness 
(absolution) commanded by Christ.  
 As is referenced in the hymnal, this word of 
absolution directs us back to Jesus’s words in John 
20:19-23. Jesus sends out the disciples, now 
Apostles, to publicly and privately forgive the sins of 
the penitent and to withhold forgiveness from the 
impenitent as long as they do not repent. “...I, by 
virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” In the word of absolution, God deals with us 
through the pastor He has sent to the congregation. 
The pastor’s forgiveness is God’s forgiveness; it is 
just as valid and certain as if God were dealing with 
us Himself in heaven. With absolute certainty, God’s 
public servant delivers to all present what Christ won 
on the cross in His propitiation for sin-- forgiveness. 
 The declaration that we are justified freely 
for Christ’s sake is sealed in the name of God which 
is our help-- Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Confession 
and Absolution are both centered in the name of 
God. This not only expresses the boundless nature of 
God’s grace, but these words sincerely and actually 
give it. Confessing our sins would lead us to utter 
despair because of condemnation if it were not done 
in the hope of salvation through Christ. The baptized 
one comes in the name of the Lord for help because 
of his sins. In the name of the Lord, he finds help. In 
the name of the Lord, the sinner receives God’s 
grace in the forgiveness of his sins. The response to 
such a great magnitude of love can be nothing short 
of “Amen!” 
 

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Jacob Deal 
 

A note from Pastor Deal: Please let me 
know if you or a loved one are in the hospital 
or have a special need.  Also, please ask the 
hospital to call me or the church office. I wish 
to visit those who may be hurting. 


Thank You for Serving in September:
Assisting Elders:  John Dyll and Bob Sulek.  Ushers: 
Bob Sulek, Tom Zachar, Anson Holcroft, Gerald 
Arthur, & Cheryl Fedele.   Altarware:  Vi Sakony & 
Patty Parker. 
September Greeters: 
2~Gary & Eileen Burns 
9~John Dyll & Mark Gabriel 
16~Rev. Ed & Irene Kucera 
23~Anna Mae Daris & Millie Elavsky 
30~Cheryl Fedele & Clara Krivosh. 

New Greeters are ALWAYS needed!  
 If you would like to be added to the Greeters’ schedule, 

please speak with Diane.  Thank you! 
 



 

 

Word of Hope:  1-888-217-8679 
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is 
distinctly Lutheran, bringing healing found in Christ, 
to those whose hearts have been broken by 
abortion. 


“Stock the Food Pantry Sunday”  
is September 9! 

Your help is needed! 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul Food Pantry currently 
has over 25 families which it is serving.  
Currently, our donations are not meeting 
our demand.  Please consider a financial 
donation this month above and beyond 
your regular tithing.  
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, 

you did it to me.’  Matthew 25:40    

 
CELEBRATING IN SEPTEMBER! 

 

Birthdays: 
Christine Hamilton  9- 4 
Michael A. Petro  9- 5 
Max Jelinek   9- 7 
Susan Daris   9- 9 
Ruth Meszaros   9- 9 
Gennifer Brandes  9-11 
Dolores Fee   9-14 
Austin Hamilton  9-20 
Cathy Smith   9-20 
Matt Berent   9-22 

Briana Matijevic  9-23 
Karen Psznick   9-24 

 

Anniversaries 
Ernest & Ruth Meszaros 9- 3 
Shawn & Staci Taylor 9-28 

  
 

*If Birthdays or Anniversaries have been omitted, 

please let the Church Office know. Thank You! 


 

September 9th 
Church Picnic 

Join us Sunday, 
September 9th at 1 PM 
for our annual church 
picnic.  The locat ion of 

this year’s picnic will be announced shortly. 
 Please bring a dish to share.  Hotdogs 
will be provided.  A sign-up sheet is available 
in the narthex if you need ideas as to what 
you could bring.  Note:  You did not have to 
sign the “interest” sheet in order to attend.  
All are welcomed!  Bring a guest! 


COFFEE AND DONUTS 
Join us September 16

th
  

following worship for COFFEE & 

DONUTS FELLOWSHIP. 

Many thanks to those who 

donated in the past making this event 

possible. 

 Currently, the remaining months 

of this year have NO sponsors.  It would 

be a shame for us to lose out on this 

opportunity for fellowship.  If interested 

in sponsoring, please sign the sheet in 

the narthex.  On the Coffee & Donuts 

day, bring 3 dozen donuts or rolls, 1 qt. 

juice, and 1 qt. of milk and put them in 

the kitchen.   Diane will take care of set-

up and clean-up.  

 Each Coffee & Donuts event will 

have a freewill offering to help defray 

costs in months where we have no 

designated sponsor.   





Be sure to check out our new website 

saintspeterandpaul.net 
for the latest in church news, events, 

and announcements. 






 

 

 
Our Home Bound Members:   

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
 

Helen Bender 
920 Pleasantview Dr. 
New Castle, PA  16101 
 

Dan Davis, Avalon Springs 
745 Greenville Road 
Mercer, PA  16137 
 

Edna Krajci, Vista Center at The Ridge 
3379 Main St  
Mineral Ridge, Ohio 44440 
330-652-9901 


Mary Ann Krajci, John 23 
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway 
Hermitage, PA  16148 
724-981-3200 
 
Sophie Mihm 
55 West Connelly Blvd., Apt. 419,  
Sharon, PA  16146 
 
Marion Roberts 
906 Orchard Rd 
Mercer, PA  16137  
724-946-2236 


Joanne Wolfe 
31 North Park Ave. 
Meadville, PA  16335 


REMINDER:  Please let the church 

office know of any changes to your 

address, phone, cell phone or your 

e-mail address!  
 
 

Bible Memory Verses  
Have you ever wondered about the origin of the 

beautiful words which make up our liturgy?   What 

about the basis of our hymns found in our worship 

hymnal?  The source is the same for both:  The Holy 

Bible. 

 It is to The Bible we should turn, not only to find 

words of comfort, but for God’s plan as to how our lives 

should be led.  Arm yourselves with these words, and 

you will see God’s plan for you! 

 The following are the Bible verses from the 

month of August: 

 

FOR CHILDREN: 

August 5:  Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people.  Prov. 14:34 
August 12:  God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble.    1 Pet. 5:5 

August 19:  A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not quench. Matt. 12:20 

August 26:  As you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.  Matt. 25:40 
 

FOR ADULTS: 

August 5:  All who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted.  2 Tim. 3:12 

August 12:  Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell.  Matt. 10:28 
August 19:  You are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.    Matt. 16:18 
August 26:  He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?  Rom. 8:32 
 

Sunday Morning and  

Young Adult Bible Studies  
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study begins at 8:45 am 
and is held in the Fellowship Hall.  We are 
studying the weekly Gospel lessons.  This class is 
open to all ages. 
 Young Adult Bible Study is held the first 
and third Thursday evenings of the month at the 
Deal home.  Class begins at 8 pm.  All young 
adults through age 30 are welcome! 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul Little People  
Preschool 

is now accepting registrations for the 
next school year.  If you or someone you 
know are looking for a pre-school that 
instills good Christian values and 
provides wonderful learning 
opportunities in a caring, nurturing 
environment, call Paula at 724-981-5846 
or 724-347-3620 (option 4) for more 
information. 
 



 

 

Our Fourth Quarter Local 

Mission is 

Willow Women’s Center 

 

At the recommendation of Church Council, the 
Voters’ Assembly approved Willow Women’s 
Center as our Fourth Quarter Mission. 
 Located in Transfer, PA, Willow Women’s 
Center is a non-profit organization which assists 
women facing unplanned pregnancies with 
quality medical services at no cost.  The 
organization is funded by individuals and grants.  
 Willow’s Promise to those whom they 
help is that their medical staff will… 
 Provide a safe, caring environment, 

regardless of age, race, religion, or ethnicity  
 Provide no-cost, confidential services 
 Treat you with kindness and compassion 
 Listen with respect and courtesy 
 Keep all of your information in the strictest 

confidence (except in specific cases where 
state law mandates reporting) 

 Provide accurate education about 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, 
abortion and other related issues  

 Respect your right to refuse information you 
do not wish to receive 

 Provide open, honest answers to your 
questions 

 Refer you, as needed, to other appropriate 
community support resources 

Willow Women’s Center does not perform 
abortions. 
 

 Members of Sts. Peter & Paul’s are 
welcome to tour the facility (located on Rt. 18) 
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 10:30 AM.  The tour will 
take 45 minutes to an hour.    Please sign the 
sheet located near Pastor Deal’s office if 
interested.  Car-pooling will be available. 
 Willow Women’s Center is always looking 
for volunteers to serve on various committees.  
For further information, please phone Joanne at 
724-699-3340 if interested or check out their 
website:  willowwomenscenter.com. 

September heralds the return to 

school/college for some of members.  

Whether as student or teacher, we pray that 

God grants you a safe and successful 

school year.  


 

Gethsemane Lutheran (North Jackson) 

sponsors a Special Needs Worship including 

crafts and fellowship the first Sunday of the 

month from 3-5 pm.  Phone 330-461-2734 

if you have any questions. 
 



Altar Flowers: 

Please plan ahead! Remember 
that you must sign up by 
September 2nd if you wish to 
sponsor flowers in September.  
Currently, sponsorship is 
available for September 30.     
 Two vases of altar flowers cost $30.    
Place your payment in a pew envelope and 
place it in the offering plate.  Make certain to 
indicate your name, check “altar flowers”, and 
provide the wording for your dedication to be 
printed in that week’s bulletin. 
 If you have questions, please speak with 
Diane Riefstahl. 
2 


 

Please remember we offer “The 
Rock and The Sword” via e-mail.  
If you would like to receive your 
copy of Sts. Peter & Paul’s 

monthly newsletter by e-mail, please e-mail 
the church office at 
church@saintspeterandpaul.net so we can 
add your correct e-mail address to our 
contact list.   
 This is also a great way to reach out to 
family & friends and share what’s happening 
at Sts. Peter & Paul.  Ask if they would like 
to receive our monthly newsletter via e-mail 
and if it is okay to share their e-mail address 
with us.  Remember also that our monthly 
newsletter is available on our church 
website:  www.saintspeterandpaul.net.  
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The following was submitted by Anson Holcroft: 

WORRY 
What are you worried about today?  Bills, 
health (yours or someone else’s), the weather, 
or a multitude of other things in our lives?  
Why do you worry?  One of the most common 
and destructive daily habits that people get 
caught up in certainly must be the habit of 
worrying.  Matthew 6: 27 asks us a very 
thought-provoking question:  “Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your 
life?”  Of course, the answer is a resounding 
“no”.  Nonetheless, it does not stop us from 
fretting about the cares and the things of this 
world. 
 Anxiety hits us from all directions.  
Whether it be stress from school, work, a 
family situation, or something else in life, 
stress causes us to feel unsettled, tired, and 
afraid of the future.  Anxiety can feel like it’s 
taking over our lives. 
 This is when we must turn to the one 
who is in control of all things.  God holds all of 
our lives in His hands and is the only one who 
can calm our anxious minds.  When we 
frantically struggle to put the pieces of our life 
together on our own, we will fail.  The only way 
to gain peace in the midst of anxiety is to turn 
to God, trusting in His perfect will and His 
power to hold us in His hands.  “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God” (Philippians 4:6). 
 Don’t worry about it, pray about it!  
When those plans we have set for our lives 
turn to dust, what else do we have if we don’t 
have God?  Rather than stressing ourselves 
needlessly, we are told in Matthew 6:33 to, 
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to us”.  Cast all your cares and worries 
on the Lord and “the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your heart and your mind in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:7). 
 Don’t forget church is Sunday morning!  
See you there!  
 



Mission Outreach Project… 
International Christian Literature 

Distributors, Inc. focuses on getting the Bible 
and study materials to learn the Bible into the 
hands of Christian leaders in the least-
fortunate places of the world.  They supply 
churches and schools of Bible learning 
throughout the English speaking world.  Your 
old Portals of Prayer, Lenten devotions, and 
other materials are greatly appreciated.  For 
more information about ICLD, check out their 
website:  www.icld.org.  Please recycle these 
items by dropping them in the basket in the 
hallway by the offices.  Thank you!  
 



LIKE & FOLLOW both our Church and 
Preschool Facebook pages.  

Remember to like, comment, and share to 
help us reach as many people as possible. 


Saturday, September 1st: 
Halusky preparation:  9 AM 
Sunday, September 2nd: 
Buhl Day set-up:  1 PM 
Monday, September 3rd: 
Halusky sales at Buhl Day 
Saturday, September 8th: 
Preschool orientation:  10 AM 
Sunday, September 23rd: 
Altar Guild meeting:  after church 
Sunday, October 7th: 
Guest preacher Rev. Hicham Chehab at 10 AM; 
pot-luck dinner at 3 PM; presentation at 4:30 PM. 
Sunday, October 14th: 
Auditors’ meeting:  after church 
Sunday, November 4th: 
Annual Fellowship Dinner:  5 PM. 
 
Church Office Hours:  Diane plans to be 

in the church office Mondays and 

Thursdays from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm and 

Fridays (as needed).  As always, please 

phone the office to make certain someone 

is there before stopping in. 
 

Make certain to check out the new carpeting in 

the preschool area!  Many thanks to all those 

who helped get the area ready for its 

installation! 

http://www.icld.org/


 

 

Special thanks go out to the following 

congregation members who, along with 

other friends, gave tirelessly of themselves 

to make COMMUNITY DAY a success.  

Whether it was your physical presence that 

day or working behind the scenes, please 

know that your help was greatly 

appreciated: 

Matt & Cathy Berent, Jeff & Stacy Brandes, 
Bev Chlpka, Pastor & Ana Deal, Ralph 
Dorman, Dolores Fee, Kati & Michael Laird, 
Barry & Chris Nelson, Hugh Owen, Patty 
Parker, Brooke & Morgan Psznick, Jesse 
Riffle, Bob & Traudi Sulek and Don & Pat 
Voytik.   
 And, f inally, many thanks to those of 
you who donated to this day via our Third 
Quarter Local Mission collect ion.   
 I sincerely apologize if I forgot 
anyone’s name! 
~Diane Riefstahl 
PS:  See back for pictures from the day’s 
events. 


Your help is needed!  Unt il we get a 
new organist, we will be using the Concordia 
Organist during worship.  This digitally-
produced music requires someone to run it 
during the course of the service.  If 
interested in helping out, please speak with 
Diane or Pastor Deal.   
 (Note from Diane:  I am currently running 
the program, but know that I am not available all 
Sundays.  Please do not let my inability to do it 
perfectly stop you from trying.  It’s really not that 
difficult!  I simply get a bit nervous…) 


Thank you!  On behalf of Ana, myself, 

and our family, I would like to express our 
sincerest thanks for the free-will offering 
given to us recently.  Our family is deeply 
grateful for your generosity, but, most of 

all, for your support during this 
challenging time.  Words cannot begin to 
convey our appreciation.  May God bless 
you all!   
 ~Pastor Deal 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD IS 

BUHL DAY 2018 

The Shenango Valley's premier Labor Day 
event returns to Buhl Park for its 40th 
consecutive year! 

 The day kicks off with a memorial service 
in Oakwood Cemetery honoring Frank and Julia 
Buhl.  A parade beginning at Kraynak's will 
follow past the Hermitage Towne Plaza and into 
the park. Other activities include: honoring of the 
2018 Buhl Day honorees at the Performing Arts 
Center, a juried art show at the casino, two 
shows from the Buhl Mermaids at the pool, live 
entertainment at the Performing Arts Center, 
food booths from numerous organizations at 
various sites in the park, free helium balloons 
near the Performing Arts Center, and many 
other activities. 

 Buhl Park is the setting for what has 
become a day long tradition for families that 
flock to Mercer County every Labor Day. 
 Music, live entertainment, children's 
games and activities, inflatable rides, petting 
zoo, pony rides, puppet shows, and an art and 
photography show are just part of the fun. 
 Some of the most popular annual events 
include a car show and a mermaid show at the 
pool with synchronized swimming performances. 
 Buhl Day began in 1916 when Frank H. 
Buhl gave his employees the day off on Labor 
Day and his employees thanked him by 
parading past his house into the park that he 
gave to the community. They held a picnic in the 
park. The celebration went on hiatus during 
World War II and did not resume again until 
1979 when volunteers revived the program. 
 Admission is free to everyone. Donations 
will be accepted on event day at the Buhl Day 
booth on Pokorney Drive near the Performing 
Arts Center. 
(The above is taken from the Buhl Day 2018 
website.) 
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Michael & Kati Laird 

entertained with puppets. 

COMMUNITY DAY 
2018 

In spite of the 90 degree 
temperatures, over 100 guests 
attended our Second Annual 
Community Day August 4th.  
Over forty-five families 
enjoyed free sno-cones, 
hotdogs, chips, cupcakes, and 
beverages.  Puppet shows, 
balloon animals, games, and 
crafts entertained the 
children.  Adults and children, 
alike, took turns guessing the 
total number of marshmallows 
in our pig.  Forty school-aged 
children received bags of 
school supplies and all awaited 
the pulling of their names for 
the free basket raffles. 
  

Prizes were awarded to 

lucky winners. 

Free books were made 

available to children by 

our preschool. 

Children loved making crafts! 

Children enjoyed a 

variety of craft options. 


