
 

 

Sts. Peter & Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church LC-MS 
Monthly Newsletter --- November 2018  

699 Stambaugh Avenue, Sharon, PA  16146 

Phone: 724.347.3620   Little People Pre-School: 724.347.3620 (option 4) 

E-mail:  church@saintspeterandpaul.net www.saintspeterandpaul.net   
 

“THE ROCK and THE SWORD”   
“Built upon the Rock of Christ and wielding the  

Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.” 
 

From the Pastor… 

The Nature of God’s Grace as 
Evidenced by the Liturgy: Part 3 - 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

In Part Three, we pick up on page 194 in the 
Lutheran Service Book where the liturgy for the 
Sacrament of the Altar begins. Again, we will be 
following Divine Service Setting 3 and the words of 
the liturgy will be in bold. I will be covering the 
ordinaries in the liturgy. There are wonderful words 
of grace and mercy in the proper preface for each 
Sunday, but, for the sake of length, we will not be 
covering them.  
 There is a break in the service just before the 
Sacrament of the Altar, right after the Prayer of the 
Church. When the pastor is ready, he turns to face 
the congregation with the Salutation he spoke 
earlier. This comes from the conclusion of Paul’s 
second letter to Timothy. The Lord be with you. And 
with thy spirit.  
 The second part of the preface (Lift up your 
hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord) is a summary 
of Colossians 3:1. Paul writes, “If then you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” 
The Father has joined us to Himself in Christ Jesus. 
First, we are brought to remember our baptisms. In 
our sanctuary, our baptismal font is near the front of 
the pews so that each person must pass by the font 
on his/her way to the altar. We are crucified with 
Christ and raised with Him in baptism. Romans 6:4, 
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from  

 
 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life.” If then we are raised with 
Christ, our desire should be for the holy things which 
He gives.  
 In the Sacrament of the Altar, God places 
before us the holy body and blood of Christ for the 
forgiveness of our sins. God’s grace comes freely to 
us in order that we might receive life and salvation. 
No person is coerced to come forward to receive the 
body and the blood of Christ. We are drawn by God 
to seek the things that are from God above.  
 Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. It 
is meet and right so to do. If you have never read 
Psalm 136, now is your opportunity. The final line in 
the preface is a summary of that psalm. Thanksgiving 
does surround the Sacrament, although thanksgiving 
is not itself the Sacrament; it is before, during, and 
after. What are we really giving thanks for? Psalm 
136 teaches us that we are giving thanks for the 
steadfast love of God that endures forever. This 
means that He is true to His promises. We need this 
assurance, for without the steadfast love of God, we 
would not have reason to believe He would actually 
give forgiveness of sins in the Sacrament. Stop now 
before you read further and open your Bible to 
Psalm 136. Read it a few times and soak up, like a 
sponge, the amazing nature of God’s grace in His 
steadfast love for His people. 
 Skipping slightly forward, we head to the 
Sanctus. This is a canticle of praise to our God. Six 
times the congregation sings “Hosanna,” which the 
hymnal nicely points out means, “Save us now.” The 
people of God cry out, “Save us,” and God answers 
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by putting before His people the Lamb which was 
slain before the foundation of the world. The sinner 
must receive forgiveness to be saved, but we cannot 
receive it at the cross. Surely there on the cross 
Jesus won for us forgiveness, but He delivers it to His 
people, in, with, and under the bread and the wine. 
Where the sinner finds and receive forgiveness, 
there he also receives life and salvation. 
 When it comes to the mystery of the Lord’s 
Supper, explaining the nature of God’s grace is quite 
simple. The Lord says, “Take, eat; this is My body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me. Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” This meal is a pledge of His 
certain and unchanging love (steadfast love, Psalm 
136) for us. This meal is not for the proud and 
unrepentant sinners. It is for those who know their 
sins and repent of them. It is for the weak and 
humble, the downtrodden and grieving, and the sick 
and the dying. When one is feeling weak and 
attacked by the devil, he should flee to the Supper of 
our Lord. There he will find comfort for his spirit and 
a renewed strength to fight against the devil, the 
world, and his sinful flesh. There he will find the 
comfort in the grace of God and the peace which 
surpasses all understanding.  
 The pastor proclaims this peace following the 
Words of Institution. The peace of God be with you 
always (John 20:19). Jesus met the disciples in their 
fear and trepidation. He came to them behind locked 
doors and the first words He spoke to them were, 
“Peace be with you.” Our unholiness because of sin 
leaves us trembling before God. We know that we 
should not be allowed to come into the Holy of 
Holies. We have access to it by the blood of Jesus 
who cleanses us. The one who is prepared believes 
the Word of Jesus, “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.”  
 Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.” Many people search for 
peaceful relationships, financial peace, emotional 
peace, and so on and so forth, but the true peace we 
need before we depart this life is peace with God. 
This is why John the Baptist said when he saw Jesus, 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takest away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). He saw in Jesus peace with 
the Father. The church becomes partakers in this 
peace when we partake of the Sacrament. It is for 
this reason we are encouraged to take the 
Sacrament as often as it is given. We recognize that 
in the Sacrament we are granted the peace of God in 
His Son. So we say in the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God), O 
Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin 
of the world, grant us Thy peace. The peace of 
Christ, who was obedient unto death on the cross, is 
your peace. You have done nothing for it, but it has 
been granted to you by the mercy of God.  
 This peace is carried forward throughout the 
remainder of the service in the dismissal (Depart in + 
peace), Nunc Dimittis (Now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace according to Thy word….), Post 
Communion Collect (...We thank you that you have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament….) and 
the Benediction (May the Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and + give you peace.) The 
whole service has driven us toward the Sacrament. 
Though the Supper has ended, its benefits do not. 
We depart the table with exuberant joy like Simeon 
departed the temple, and even departed this life, 
after holding the Christ child in his hands. There is 
nothing else in all of creation that can match or 
surpass the joy and peace delivered in the body and 
blood of Christ.  
 The Church is taught the nature of God’s 
grace by the liturgy. She learns that God’s grace is 
abundant and constant. She learns this because the 
liturgy is the Scriptures which constantly bear 
witness to the love of God in Christ Jesus. As the 
Scriptures are Christocentric, so also is the liturgy. 
Whether you have an abundance of hope or are 
suffering from despair, the liturgy draws us unto the 
Son of God who was lifted up for our transgressions 
and raised for our justification. The Lord bless you 
and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor Jacob Deal 

Pastor Jacob Deal 
 





 

 

Thank You for Serving in November:
Assisting Elders:  John Dyll & Bob Sulek.  Ushers: 
Bob Sulek, Gerald Arthur, Anson Holcroft, Cheryl 
Fedele, & Tom Zachar. Altarware:  Cheryl Fedele & 
Traudi Sulek.  
November Greeters:   
   4 ~ Ralph Dorman & Diane Riefstahl 
 11  ~ Anson & Henrietta Holcroft 
 18 ~ Gary & Eileen Burns 
 25 ~ Barry & Chris Nelson   

New Greeters are ALWAYS needed!  
 If you would like to be added to the Greeters’ schedule, 

please speak with Diane.  Thank you! 
 

“Stock the Food Pantry Sunday”  
is November 11! 

Your help is needed! 
 

For many of us, the month of November 
stirs up memories of Thanksgiving meals 
shared with loved ones.  Many people 
cite Thanksgiving as one of their favorite 
holidays based on the fact that it is 
centered on giving thanks to God for His 
blessings, rather than gift giving. 
 For those who are struggling, this 
may not be so.  The day may be like all 
others…a day of simply “making it 
through”. 
 As we shift into the pre-winter and 
holiday months, there is often an increase 
in demand on our Food Pantry.  Please 
consider making a financial donation to 
this important function of our church.  
Let’s help others feel God’s blessings and 
love. 
 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, 

you did it to me.’  Matthew 25:40    

 

 
NOVEMBER 

4TH 

 

 
Our Home Bound Members:   

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
 

Helen Bender 
920 Pleasantview Dr. 
New Castle, PA  16101 
 

Dan Davis, Avalon Springs 
745 Greenville Road 
Mercer, PA  16137 
 

Edna Krajci, Vista Center at The Ridge 
3379 Main St  
Mineral Ridge, Ohio 44440 
330-652-9901 


Mary Ann Krajci, John 23 
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway 
Hermitage, PA  16148 
724-981-3200 
 
Sophie Mihm 
55 West Connelly Blvd., Apt. 419,  
Sharon, PA  16146 
 
Marion & Gene Roberts 
906 Orchard Rd 
Mercer, PA  16137  
724-946-2236 


Barbara Vasconi 
880 Mayfield Rd. 
Sharpsville, PA  16150 
724-962-7960 


Joanne Wolfe 
31 North Park Ave. 
Meadville, PA  16335 


 

REMINDER:  Please let the church 

office know of any changes to your 

address, phone, cell phone or your 

e-mail address!  
 

 
Gethsemane Lutheran (North Jackson) 

sponsors a SPECIAL NEEDS WORSHIP 

including crafts and fellowship the first 

Sunday of the month from 3-5 pm.  Phone 

330-461-2734 if you have any questions. 
 





 

 

 
CELEBRATING IN NOVEMBER! 

Birthdays: 
Donald Voytik   11- 1 
Maria Marks   11- 2 
Jerome Thomas   11- 3 
Martin Weisenborn  11- 3 
Autumn Matijevic  11- 8 
Daniel Davis   11-15 
Patricia Voytik   11-23 
Edward Zachar   11-25 
Elizabeth Shreffler  11-26 
Paul Adolina   11-29 
 

Anniversaries 
Jeff & Stacy Brandes   11- 2 
Martin & Marilyn Weisenborn 11- 6 
  
 

*If Birthdays or Anniversaries have been omitted, 

please let the Church Office know. Thank You! 
 

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON 
Join us November 11

th
 following 

worship for a luncheon sponsored by 

the Deal family in honor of Loretta 

Louise Deal’s birth and baptism.   

 Christylee Roose, from Willow 

Women’s Center, will be our guest and 

will speak briefly as to the work being 

done at the center. 

 Currently, the month of December 

has NO Coffee & Donuts sponsor. If 

interested in sponsoring, please sign the 

sheet in the narthex.  On the Coffee & 

Donuts day, bring 2-3 dozen donuts or 

rolls, 1 qt. juice, and 1 qt. of milk and 

put them in the kitchen.   Diane will take 

care of set-up and clean-up.  

 Each Coffee & Donuts event will 

have a freewill offering to help defray 

costs in months where we have no 

designated sponsor.   

 

Bible Memory Verses  
Have you ever wondered about the origin of the 

beautiful words which make up our liturgy?   What 

about the basis of our hymns found in our worship 

hymnal?  The source is the same for both:  The Holy 

Bible. 

 It is to The Bible we should turn, not only to find 

words of comfort, but for God’s plan as to how our lives 

should be led.  Arm yourselves with these words, and 

you will see God’s plan for you! 

 The following are the Bible verses from the 

month of October: 
 

FOR CHILDREN: 

October 7:  Know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins.  Matt. 9:6 

October 14:  “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord 
depart from iniquity.”   2 Tim. 2:19 

October 21:  An athlete is not crowned unless he 
competes according to the rules. 2 Tim. 2:5 

October 28:  With you there is forgiveness, that you 
may be feared.    Ps. 130:4 
 

FOR ADULTS: 

October 7:  You will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.     Matthew 10:22 
October 14:  Let each person lead the life that the 
Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called 
him.      1 Corinthians 7:17 

October 21:  Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
     Matthew 7:21 
October 28:  For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.    John 6:40 
 

It’s that time of the 

year again! 
Please remember to keep 
doors to the Sanctuary 
and stairwells closed 

when not in use to conserve heat and help 
save on heating costs.   
 Thank you! 



 

 

Our Fourth Quarter  

Local Mission is 

Willow Women’s Center 

 

Willow Women’s Center is a non-profit 
organization which assists women facing 
unplanned pregnancies with quality medical 
services at no cost.  The organization is funded 
by individuals and grants.  
 Christylee Roose, representing the 
center, will be our special guest at the 
November 11th luncheon. 
 Please consider supporting this 
organization!  For further information as to how 
you can make a difference, contact Joanne at 
724-699-3340 or check out their website:  
willowwomenscenter.com. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Outreach Project… 
International Christian Literature 
Distributors, Inc. focuses on getting the 
Bible and study materials to learn the Bible 

into the hands of Christian leaders in the 
least-fortunate places of the world.  They 

supply churches and schools of Bible 
learning throughout the English speaking 
world.  Your old Portals of Prayer, Lenten 

devotions, and other materials are greatly 
appreciated.  For more information about 
ICLD, check out their website:  

www.icld.org.  Please recycle these items 
by dropping them in the basket in the 

hallway by the offices.  Thank you! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Sunday, November 4th: 
Annual Fellowship Dinner:  5 PM. 
Wednesday, November 21st: 
Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service:  7 PM 
Sunday, December 2nd: 
Voters’ Assembly meeting following worship. 
Sunday, December 9th: 
Coffee & Donuts; Haiti Presentation 
Saturday, December 15th: 
Church Christmas decorating:  9 AM 
Sunday, December 16th: 
Christmas caroling to home-bound following 
worship. 
Monday, December 17th: 
Preschool Christmas program:  6:30 PM 
Monday, December 24th: 
Christmas Eve candlelight service:  8 PM 
Tuesday, December 25th: 
Christmas Day Divine Service:  10 AM 
Monday, December 31st: 
New Year’s Eve Divine Service:  4 PM 
 

Altar Flowers: 
We have been blessed with an 
anonymous donor for altar 
flowers for the Sundays on 
which no sponsor has signed up.  
This is, indeed, a very generous 
act. 
 On days when the flowers have been 
given anonymously (as noted in the bulletin), 
members are encouraged to take one or both 
of the flower arrangements (for yourself or to 
give to someone else) following worship.  It is a 
shame not to share these beautiful flowers!  It is 
a wonderful way to say “thank you” to a friend 
or to brighten up someone else’s day. 
 As in the past, if you would like to 
sponsor flowers, please sign the Altar Flowers 
sheet in the narthex.  Sponsorship costs $30.  
You may place payment in a pew envelope 
labeled with your name and dedication 
wording for the bulletin.  
 If you have questions, please speak with 
Diane Riefstahl. 
2 







The annual FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

will be held Sunday, Nov.4, 2018, 

beginning at 5 pm. 
 

Join us as we celebrate another year of 

God’s blessings on this congregation and 

recognize those who have joined our 

membership this past year. 

 

Many thanks are extended to the Altar 

Guild members for sponsoring this annual 

event. 

http://www.icld.org/


 

 

 Church Office Hours:  Diane plans to 

be in the church office Mondays (8:30-

3:30), Thursdays from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm, 

and Fridays (as needed).  During the week 

of Thanksgiving, the secretary’s office will 

be opened only Monday and Tuesday (8:30-

4:30).  As always, please phone the office 

to make certain someone is there before 

stopping in. 
 
Join us Thursday evenings at 
5:30 PM for Choir rehearsal.  
Speak with Chris Nelson if you 
should have any questions. 


Elders, ushers, and greeters 

are reminded to wear their 

name tags when serving. 

Name tags are found in the 

church narthex. 




It’s time for 2019 

subscriptions to  

The Lutheran Witness! 
If you would like to renew or subscribe to 
The Lutheran Witness, place your payment 
of $10.90 (made out to Sts. Peter & Paul Ev. 
Lutheran Church) in a pew envelope.  Be 
certain to label the envelope TLW 2019 and 
to include your complete name and address. 
 The deadline to turn in information 
and payment is Sunday, November 11th.   


 

Bible Study Opportunity 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study begins at 8:45 am 
and is held in the Fellowship Hall.  We are 
studying the weekly Gospel lessons.  This class is 
open to all ages. 
 The Young Adult Bible Study is going on 
hiatus through the Christmas season.   
 If anyone is interested in forming a new 
Bible Study which would meet during the week, 
please speak with Pastor Deal.   

CHEHAB PRESENTATION:   
 RIVETING AND INSPIRATIONAL 
 
Sunday, October 7th, we were blessed with 
the presence of Rev. Hicham Chehab during 
our Divine Worship service and for an 
afternoon of fellowship and enlightenment. 
 Pastor Chehab shared his story of a 
childhood in Lebanon and being educated in 
a “shame culture”.  Raised as a Muslim, he 
explained the history of the region and how 
religion played an important role in it.  A 
student by day, violence and hatred 
permeated Chehab’s everyday life unt il a 
chance meeting in an elevator led him to 
study the Sermon on the Mount and to 
embrace Christ's message of love. 
 Since his conversion to Christ ianity, 
Pastor Chehab has shared this message 
internat ionally.  A graduate of the Concordia 
Fort Wayne Seminary, he currently ministers 
in the Chicago area. 
 For more information about Pastor 
Chehab or to donate to his ministry, check 
out www.salamchrist ianfellowship.org. 
 Approximately 39 members and 
guests attended the afternoon’s potluck 
dinner and presentation. 
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Congratulations to Pastor and Ana Deal 

on the birth of their daughter, Loretta 

Louise, Thursday, October 18, 2018!  

Loretta was born at 36 weeks weighing 

6-lbs 14-oz and measuring 19.5 

inches.  Loretta was baptized Sunday, 

October 28, 2018.   

 

Let us rejoice and give thanks to 

our Lord! 



Join us for worship this 
Thanksgiving Eve, November 21st at 
7 pm to give special thanks to the 
Lord!  Let’s join together to sing His 
praises, hear His word, and be 
reminded of all He has done for us.    


Poinsettia Order Slips 

are available in the narthex. 
Orders and payment are due to  

the secretary’s office  
no later than Sunday, December 2nd. 

 
The next  

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING 

will take place following worship 
Sunday, December 2nd. 

 
Please attend. 

 

Sonshine Room 
Sincere thanks to the Trustees for all their 
hard work in repairing the Sonshine Room 
ceiling.  Make certain to stop in and check 
out the fruits of their labor.  Special thanks 
are extended to Bob Sulek, Hugh Owen, and 
Pastor Deal for their manpower. 
 Once the Sonshine Room has been 
thoroughly cleaned and furniture moved 
back, it will once again be opened for all to 
use. 
Preschool Board members are reminded of 
their next meeting Monday, Nov. 11th at 
12:30 pm. 


A note from Pastor Deal: Please let me 
know if you or a loved one are in the hospital 
or have a special need.  Also, please ask the 
hospital to call me or the church office. I wish 
to visit those who may be hurting. 


Word of Hope:  1-888-217-8679 
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is 
distinctly Lutheran, bringing healing found in Christ, 
to those whose hearts have been broken by 
abortion. 


If interested in signing up to help clean 
COMMUNION WARE, please speak with 
Pastor Deal or Diane.  We are working 
on putting together a list of additional 
helpers for this important service to 
our church. 


LIKE & FOLLOW both our Church and 
Preschool Facebook pages.  

Remember to like, comment, and share to 
help us reach as many people as possible. 


 
Remember to 

Vote 
Tuesday, Nov. 6th! 
 
 



 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS! 
October has been a very busy 

month for those at Sts. Peter & 

Paul’s Little People Preschool.  Our 

enrollment has increased to thirteen 

students and one of our Little 

Learners will be joining the pre-K 

group in November. 

 The students had a visit from 

some Sharon firefighters October 

17
th

 and learned the importance of 

“Stop, Drop, and Roll”.  Basic fire 

safety was stressed and students 

were encouraged to develop an 

emergency plan with their families. 

 

 The pre-K class visited Iron’s 

Mill Farmstead, located in New 

Wilmington, October 19
th

.  There, 

the children enjoyed exploring fall 

attractions and outdoor fun. 

 Students sold stromboli and 

pies through Jane’s Stromboli of 

Stoneboro, PA.  Orders will be 

delivered to the church Tuesday, 

November 6
th

 for students and their 

families to pick up.  Profits from 

this fundraiser will be used to 

purchase a sign-in/out device for 

the preschool, increased safety 

measures, and to help finance 

student field trips. 

 November will prove to be 

quite busy with students visiting 

Auntie Anne’s to celebrate 

“homemade bread day” and 

planning their own Thanksgiving 

“feast” with a hand-decorated 

tablecloth.  Plans are underway to 

make a memorial wall and have a 

parade this Veterans’ Day. 

 This year’s Christmas program 

is scheduled for Monday, December 

17
th

.  All members of the church are 

welcome to attend! 


 

Sincere “thanks” 
to those who 

helped with the 
Church Work Day 
Saturday, October 

27th. 
Our purpose was to tackle some projects 
outside of the responsibilities of the cleaning 
staff.  Our main focus was the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen and pantry.  Drawers and cupboards 
were tidied and inventoried with unusable 
items tossed.   
 If you know of a project which needs 
to be “attacked”, please bring it to the 
attention of a trustee or Pastor Deal. 


 

 

Veterans’ Day is observed Monday, 

November 12
th

.   

To those members of our 

congregation who have served:  “We 

salute you and we thank you!” 


