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“THE ROCK and THE SWORD”  
“Built upon the Rock of Christ and wielding the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.”
)From the Pastor…
EASTER
Christ is Risen!!! The whole month of May is still the season of Easter so I thought it fitting to fill this month with an Easter message. “The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore” (Psalm 121:8). Wherever we must go, we know the Lord is with us. This sounds comforting enough. I could probably just stop there; but, instead, I will press on because Easter teaches us that this means more than God leading us to and from the grocery store or from sleeping to waking. The Resurrection of Christ teaches us that God leads us to death and into eternal life. 
	Yes, God is leading you to death. Death comes to all; and, some might say, all too soon.  All we who are born of woman whither with age and are made to pass out of this mortal realm. David writes, “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” It is quite humbling to think that God already knows your time to depart this life. There is a day appointed for your death.  Perhaps, that may be scary to some people.
	God has taken the fear away from the thought of our death by telling us it is in His hand and showing and telling us what happens when we follow Him through death. I know this has been extremely comforting to many of you, especially those of you who have recently been sick and hospitalized. As Christ has promised that we shall follow where He goes, we know that there is nothing 


to fear when we come face to face with death. That is why we never should feel the need to try to escape death when it comes knocking at our door. Our escape was already planned by God when Christ arose on Easter morning.
	There is a beautiful hymn that captures how God brings us through this life to our death and into life eternal. This hymn is titled, “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness,” written by Paul Gerhardt. 
 
Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain.
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

	Our hearts awake with such joy on Easter morning. I could definitely see that in your lovely smiles from ear to ear! How much greater will our gladness be when we take our last breath here on earth and awake to see our Savior? May Christ fortify our hearts each morning with the hope of the resurrection so that we may live care-free as the world rages against us and let us die in peace to awake rejoicing.

In Christ,

~Pastor Jacob Deal

Thank You for Serving in May:
Assisting Elders:  Hugh Owen & Ralph Dorman.  Ushers: Ralph Dorman, Jonathan Baisch, Matt Berent, Mark Gabriel, & John Dyll (alternate). Altarware:  Hank Holcroft & Cheryl Fedele. 

May Greeters:   			
  5 ~ Matt & Cathy Berent
12 ~ Anson & Hank Holcroft
19 ~ Dolores Fee & Diane Riefstahl
26 ~ Jeff & Stacy Brandes

New Greeters are ALWAYS needed! 
 If you would like to be added to the Greeters’ schedule, please speak with Diane.  Thank you!

 “Stock the Food Pantry Sunday”
is May 12th!
Let us remember those in need!

Please consider making a financial donation to this important function of our church.  Let’s try to bring some joy into the lives of others and help them feel God’s blessings and love.

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  Matthew 25:40   

Many thanks go out to Pastor Deal and his team of volunteers who participated in the City of Sharon’s Community Clean-Up Day Saturday April 13th.   Volunteers cleaned up the area around the church as well as along Stambaugh Ave.  
	Your efforts are greatly appreciated!
CELEBRATING IN MAY!
Birthdays:			
	Evan Reichard		5 - 7
	Marion Roberts		5 - 14
	Anna Mae Daris		5 - 15
	Shirley Cerbus		5 - 20
	Ralph Dorman		5 - 21
	Joe Chlpka			5 - 21
	Madison McGowan		5 - 28
	Kati Laird			5 – 31	
Anniversaries:
	Jim & Kathy McGowan     	     5 – 4
	Robert & Traudi Sulek	     5 - 15
	Lennie & Kim Revale	     5 – 16
	Michael & Kati Laird		     5 - 21


*If birthdays or anniversaries have been omitted, please let the church office know. Thank You!

Word of Hope:  1-888-217-8679
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is distinctly Lutheran bringing healing, found in Christ, to those whose hearts have been broken by abortion.

All are invited to the Service of Ordination and Installation of Jody Dorsett as Pastor of St. Mark’s Victory Evangelical Lutheran Church (280 Millcreek Dr., Boardman, OH) Sunday, May 5, 2019, at 3 pm.  A catered meal will immediately follow in the Fellowship Hall.  Please RSVP by May 1, 2019 to farnham12@yahoo.com or phone 330-788-8995 if planning to attend.

Please note that our May Coffee & Donuts fellowship will take place May 19th, not May 12th (Mother’s Day).

Correction:  The April newsletter contained an error in name regarding the March 17th Baptism of Maci James Myers, daughter of Rachal & Jeff Myers.  I sincerely apologize for my mistake.  ~Diane 

Our Home Bound Members:  
Please keep the following people in your prayers:

Helen Bender
920 Pleasantview Dr.
New Castle, PA  16101

Dan Davis, Avalon Springs
745 Greenville Road
Mercer, PA  16137

Edna Krajci, Vista Center at The Ridge
3379 Main St 
Mineral Ridge, Ohio 44440
330-652-9901

Mary Ann Krajci, John XXIII
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway
Hermitage, PA  16148
724-981-3200

Sophie Mihm, John XXIII
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway
Hermitage, PA  16148
724-981-3200

Marion Roberts, 
906 Orchard Rd.
Mercer, PA  16137
724-946-2236

Barbara Vasconi
880 Mayfield Rd.
Sharpsville, PA  16150
724-962-7960

Joanne Wolfe
31 North Park Ave.
Meadville, PA  16335
814-332-9301
 

LIKE & FOLLOW both our Church and Preschool Facebook pages. 
Remember to like, comment, and share to help us reach as many people as possible.

If you have an article or news you would like to share with the congregation, email it to church@saintspeterandpaul.net.
Bible Memory Verses 
Have you ever wondered about the origin of the beautiful words which make up our liturgy?   What about the basis of our hymns found in our worship hymnal?  The source is the same for both:  The Holy Bible.
	It is to The Bible we should turn, not only to find words of comfort, but for God’s plan as to how our lives should be led.  Arm yourselves with these words, and you will see God’s plan for you!
	The following are the Bible verses from the month of March:

FOR CHILDREN:
April  7:  Christ says: “For their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”  					John 17:19
April 14:  He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and…bore the sin of many.  			Isaiah 53:12
April 21:  I am the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.	 			Rev. 1:18
April 28:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
				1 Pet. 1:3
FOR ADULTS:
April  7:  Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.  				Ephesians 4:26-27
April 14:  Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  
				Hebrews 13:5
April 21:  I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
				John 11:25-26a 
April 28:  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”					John 20:22-23

REMINDER:  Please let the church office know of any changes to your address, phone, cell phone or your e-mail address! 
Monthly Fellowship
Many thanks to Matt & Cathy Berent who stepped up as Coffee & Donut sponsors for April and to the Deal family who is sponsoring in May.  Please note that the May fellowship will be held May 19th to correspond to the Voters’ Meeting that morning.
	Currently, several remaining months of the year are without sponsors.  What does sponsorship involve?  You are asked to simply drop off 2-1/2 dozen donuts/muffins (or similar items) and 1 qt. juice before Sunday worship begins.  That’s all.  Set-up and clean-up will be taken care of for you.
	Fellowship is an important part of keeping connected with your church family.  We pray that we do not lose this opportunity to catch up with one another and get to know each other better.
	So, if you would like to see this opportunity continue, please sign the sponsorship sheet found on the bulletin board in the narthex.  It would be a shame if this faded away.


Sincere thanks to those who donated their spring flowering plants from Easter Sunday to be planted in the church gardens!  

 (
Lilies and mums adorn the base of the cross in celebration of Christ’s resurrection.
)




 (
One-third of the plants used to adorn the sanctuary were donated to the church gardens for future enjoyment.
)



Sincere thanks are extended to those individuals and families who have so generously donated to our Major Repair Fund in recent weeks for potential replacement of the boiler in the “old” church.  Although our plan of action has not yet been determined, please know that your donations have been greatly appreciated.
	If anyone is interested in contributing to this effort at this time, please place your contribution in a pew envelope and check off “Major Repair Fund”.  

Sincere sympathy is extend to the friends and families of Elizabeth Schneeberger, Caroline Swartzbeck (Viola Sakony’s sister), and Nancy Scopic who recently passed.  May those who mourn their loss find comfort in our Risen Lord!

Please note that, beginning May 4th, the midweek Divine Service held in the chapel will move to Saturdays at 4 pm.  This service will be the same as that which will follow the next day (Sunday).  This change has been made to better accommodate those unable to attend Sunday mornings.  Please speak with Pastor Deal if you should have any questions.

Bible Study Opportunity

Sunday Morning Bible Study begins at 8:45 am and is held in the Fellowship Hall.  We are studying the weekly Gospel lessons.  This class is open to all ages.
	The Young Adult Bible Study continues this month and will meet at 8 pm the first and third Thursday evenings of the month.  Please speak with Pastor Deal if you would like to attend.

PRESCHOOL NEWS!
  A major focus of the students’ lessons in April centered on “God’s Time” and learning the impact of Christ’s death and resurrection on their lives.  Students avidly shouted “Hosanna” as they learned of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem Palm Sunday and went silent as the recounting of His death was shared.  Their absolute acceptance of His resurrection is a lesson for all of us on the power of faith.  Students celebrated this message at their Easter program April 15th which was well-attended by family and friends.
 (
Students await their cue.
)

 (
Students sing “Whisper 
A
 Prayer”.
)

	The last day of school prior to Easter break was a day of celebration for the students.  The class took advantage of the nice weather for their annual Easter egg hunt.
	
	
	It’s hard to believe the month of May is upon us already.  This final month of the 2018-2019 academic year will be full of activities for our preschoolers.  The Pre-K class has two field trips scheduled.  They will visit the OH WOW museum in Youngstown May 3rd and travel to Walnut Hill Farm in Sharpsville May 17th.  All students and their special guests will participate in the annual Mother’s Day lunch Friday, May 10th.  Students will be raising butterflies from caterpillars and celebrating Book Week May 13th – May 17th.
	Graduation for 7 students will be held at 7 pm Friday, May 24th in the Fellowship Hall.  It is a heart-heavy and heart-happy rite of passage to see these youngsters leave us and embark upon the rest of their academic careers.  We are grateful to their families for sharing them with us and allowing us to provide them with a Christian preschool experience.  May God bless each of them and their families.

Sts. Peter & Paul Little People Preschool is now accepting registrations for the next school year.  If you or someone you know are looking for a preschool that instills good Christian values and provides wonderful learning opportunities in a caring, nurturing environment, call the preschool at 724-347-3620 (Option 4) or Paula Ostheimer (724-981-5846) for more information.

Thrivent choice Dollars
We were recently notified that Thrivent Choice Dollars were directed to our church.  We thank Gary E. Burns, Dolores R. Fee, Janice G. Jubak, William J. Kilar, Kati R. Laird, Marion A. Mamrick, and Rudolph Tomko for making us the recipient of their giving.



Make certain to pick-up the May issue of The Lutheran Beacon which is available in the narthex.  You may also read the Lutheran Beacon on-line at www.selc.lcms.org.
Let us take a moment to give thanks to God for those who work so tirelessly all year long to serve this church, maintain its property, and care for its congregation.  We are especially indebted to the following:
Our Pastor and his Family
Our Elders
Our Trustees
Our Congregation Officers
Members of the Financial and Audit Staffs
Altar Guild Members
Altar-ware Cleaning Staff
Our Church Organist
Our Choir Director and Members of the Choir
Food Pantry Workers
Community Day Organizers and Workers
Buhl Day Organizers and Workers
Our Church Cleaning Staff
Monthly Coffee & Donuts Sponsors
Altar Flower Sponsors
The Little People Preschool Staff and Board
Our Church Ushers
Our Greeters
and those who give countless hours of heartfelt service.
Thank you and God Bless!

Finance Committee meeting, Sunday, May 5th following Worship.

Voters’ Assembly meeting along with Coffee & Donuts Fellowship,  Sunday, May 19th following Worship.

Next Preschool Board meeting will be Monday, May 13th at 12:30 pm.

Our Second Quarter Local Mission is
Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Community Day 2019

Scheduled for Saturday, August 3rd, this summer’s annual Community Day will shift its hours to an evening gathering.  
	To pull off this event, both your financial support and man-power will be needed!  You may place monetary donations in pew envelopes to be placed in the offering plate.  Please make certain to note “Local Mission” or “Community Day” on the envelope.  Please speak with either Pastor Deal or Jesse Riffle if you would like to get involved with the planning of the event.  Volunteers will be needed to solicit donations, prepare raffle baskets, set-up for the gathering, work the event, and to clean- up following its conclusion. 
	See the bulletin boards in the narthex and main hallway if looking for ideas for raffle basket contributions.  


Note:  Due to conflicts with other meetings, the next Community Day organizational meeting has been moved to Sunday, June 2nd following Worship.

Pastor Deal will be attending a conference Monday and Tuesday, May 6-7th in Parma, OH.  Please contact an elder if in need of pastoral care.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Be certain to check out our website:  www.saintspeterandpaul.net which was recently up-dated.  Current service bulletins and newsletters may be accessed under the Publications page and there is an audio link to Pastor Deal’s sermons.
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